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PROPOSED REVISION:





  Expand implied picture clause to all alphabetic, numeric and Boolean types.








JUSTIFICATION:





It seems an unnecessary restriction to limit this proposal to just alphabetic types.  The combination of the picture and usage clauses define the size of the field very clearly, or leave it up to the implementer, very clearly. 








COMPATIBILITY:








This feature is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

















PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:





Replace page 253, 13.5.2 (9) with the following:








“9)  The Picture clause may be omitted in an elementary entry when a value clause is specified.  The length of the resultant field is determined using the rules for the Picture clause, 13.17.38 page 317, the Usage clause, 13.17.58 page 363, and the following:








a)	If the literal is alphanumeric, mixed type or hexadecimal, ‘PICTURE X(length) ‘ is implied


b)	If the literal is boolean or hexadecimal-boolean, ‘PICTURE 1(length)’ is implied


c)	If the literal is national or hexadecimal-national, ‘PICTURE N(length)’ is implied


d)	If the literal is unsigned numeric without a decimal point, ‘PICTURE 9(length)’ is implied.


e)	If the literal is signed numeric without a decimal point, ‘PICTURE S9(length)’ is implied.


f)	If the literal is unsigned numeric with a decimal point, ‘PICTURE 9(number of digits left of decimal point)V9(number of digits right of decimal point)’.


g)	If the literal is signed numeric with a decimal point, ‘PICTURE 9(number of digits left of decimal point)V9(number of digits right of decimal point)’.


h)	If the literal is floating-point-numeric, ‘PICTURE S9(number of digits left of the decimal point in the significand + exponent)V(total number of digits)’





The term length is the number of positions specified in the VALUE clause.  For more detail on the length of literals, see page 76, 8.3.1.2 LITERALS. The term digit refers to a numeric position in the VALUE clause. Note that leading zeroes in a numeric literal (or trailing zeroes after a decimal point in a numeric literal) may have no impact on the value of the VALUE clause but will have an effect on the 














SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES (NOT AFFECTING):





NONE.








SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES (POTENTIALLY AFFECTING):





NONE.








OBSOLETE LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:





NONE.








ARCHAIC LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:





NONE.











IMPLEMENTOR-DEFINED LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:





NONE.











HARDWARE DEPENDENT ELEMENT LIST:





NONE.











UNDEFINED LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:





NONE.











INDEX:





NONE.











SUMMARY OF CHANGES MADE TO ADOPT JOD 1993:





NONE.
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OPEN ISSUES:





NONE.
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